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Consul-General Kato at Mayor’s Luncheon for Business Executives in Portland, TN
(May 7)
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On May 7, Consul-General Kato attended a local business luncheon hosted
by Portland, TN Mayor Ken Wilber, along with State Senator Ferrell Haile, State
Representative William Lamberth, TNECD Commissioner Bill Hagerty, and
representatives from local Japanese companies.

Both Senator Haile and Rep. Lamberth stated that they are proud to partner
with Japanese companies and they are fully committed to continue providing any
necessary support. Commissioner Hagerty stated that the role of Japanese
companies in Tennessee’s economy is significant and that Tennessee is second
only to California in terms of Japanese foreign direct investment. He also noted
that he anticipates that the passage of TPP, with Japan included, would have a
great impact on the economies of both Tennessee and Japan.

In his remarks, Consul-General Kato expressed his deep appreciation for the
local leaders’ support. He also believes that Japanese companies will continue
to expand throughout the United States as Japanese business culture becomes
more established.



